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Solar panels: his stance on the new law 
 

Juvigny-Val-d'Andaine -(Beaulandais)- Two years ago, Jean-Jacques 

Filby created software capable of optimising self-consumption of solar 

power. He's now speaking out about a new law.  

 
Jean-Jacques Filby moved to Beaulandais in 2019 and equipped his house with solar panels. 

Passionate about home automation and programming, he created software capable of optimising 

the use of solar electricity. Called SWOpti, he markets this software, which allows for real-time 

management and automatic switching of household appliances when production is too high or too 

low.  

 

A new law  

 

In February 2025, an amendment was adopted providing for the application starting in October 

2025 of a reduced VAT rate of 5.5% for the supply and installation of photovoltaic panels for self-



consumption up to 9 kWp, provided that the installation is associated with energy management or 

storage devices.  

 

The goal: to encourage households to get started with photovoltaics on a self-consumption basis. 

"Previously, it was 10% VAT but with a limit of 3000 watts. However, this was not enough 

for homes. On average, 6,000 to 9,000 kWp are required. However, with this law and the 

control software that will be mandatory, there is a problem: We do not yet know what is 

meant by "control" and installers could be tempted to offer software that only does the bare 

minimum, to the great detriment of users in the long term", warns Jean-Jacques Filby.  

 

Mr Filby was consulted by the Group of Individual Photovoltaic Electricity Producers (GEPEP) 

and has issued a warning: the few solar panel control applications available on the market only 

allow a single device to be turned on or off. "You need to know how to optimise your solar 

panels to save money. I also fear that installers will take advantage of this VAT reduction to 

increase their prices excluding tax."  

 

We will still have to wait a few months before being able to consult the implementing decree 

which will set out the terms of this law.  

 

A plug-and-play solar panel system  

 

Jean-Jacques Filby now also sells "plug and play" solar panels, which are plugged directly into 

outlets. He has managed to solve a problem. "There's an injection limit. Just as the power 

"trips" when you turn on too many appliances at home, the public grid can trip if there's 

too much injection from homes. To do this, Enedis, responsible for the electricity grid in 

France, has implemented an injection limit, often set at 3,000 watts. The SWOpti software 

overcomes this limitation", the inventor says. SWOpti also offers mini night reserve batteries, 

to power the fridge for example, when there is no more sun.  
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